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The Hay Festival brings together writers from around the world to 
debate and share stories in the beauty of the Welsh Borders. Hay 
celebrates great writing from poets and scientists, lyricists and 
comedians, novelists and environmentalists, and the power of 
great ideas to transform our way of thinking. 

Total spectator attendance

82,000

246,000

96% of visitors ‘will definitely return’
89% agree the Festival ‘has a positive impact on the local economy’
Academy’ programme for journalism & event students to work 
alongside industry professionals
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